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County considers ways to spend brownfield development grant  

$600K from EPA to clean and revitalize contaminated sites 

By ALEX ZANK 

Daily News 

About 20 Washington County residents and leaders gathered Thursday evening at the Moraine 

Park Technical College auditorium to give input on how a $600,000 U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency brownfield redevelopment grant should be used in the community. 

A coalition of municipal and government officials, formed to determine where the EPA 

brownfields grant should go, met earlier in the fall to determine where the money should be 

invested. 

The Site Redevelopment Committee then set this public hearing to gather input from residents on 

what they would like to see come out of projects associated with the grant. 

“Cleaning up and reinvesting in these properties protects the environment, it reduces blights in 

the area and it takes development pressure off of green spaces,” said Deb Sielski, deputy 

administrator for the Washington County Planning and Parks Department and head of the SRC. 

After an overview of the site redevelopment program’s objectives, attendees broke out into three 

groups to discuss what they wanted to prioritize as end products of the site developments. 

After creating a top list for each site, event organizers put a list to the front of the auditorium. 

People then had five blue stickers to “vote” on their highest priorities from that list. 

The top of the list included developing areas for recreational use, increased tourism, providing 

opportunities for youth and senior activities, creating jobs and quickly turning around blighted 

areas for development. 

A few attendees during the breakout session drove home their desire to see more people utilizing 

Washington County as a destination for outdoor recreation. 



Others, especially appointed municipal/county officials, saw opportunity in growing the tax base 

and bringing in new jobs. 

The municipalities involved in the SRC identified priority sites that would receive a $40,000 of 

the grant. This accounts for $200,000 of the grant total. 

The other $400,000 will go toward redevelopment sites countywide. This includes taking 

inventory of brownfields sites, assessing and redeveloping them and engaging in community 

outreach. 

A brownfield is an abandoned property with real or perceived contamination that prevents its 

reuse. 

The SRC applied for the grant in January 2014, Sielski said. This marked the first time an entity 

in Wisconsin received the grant. 

And committee members do not plan on this being the only grant they will receive to deal with 

brownfields. 

Jolena Presti, principal planner with Vandewalle & Associates Inc. and who is working with the 

SRC, said she hopes this sparks more grants after the program gets rolling. 

“So really you’re at the ground floor of this program with this grant,” she said to attendees 

Thursday evening. 

Executive Director of Economic Development Washington County Christian Tscheschlok said a 

key point to emphasize is these sites are for redevelopment, meaning new investment and 

economic growth in the county. 

The next SRC meeting is slated for 7:30 a.m. Nov 12, where members will dive into the 

inventory process. 

Reach reporter Alex Zank at azank@conleynet.com. 

mailto:azank@conleynet.com
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3 more sites chosen for environmental exam  

By JOE VANDELAARSCHOT 

Daily News 

A Washington County panel has agreed to fund environmental assessments of three suspected 

contaminated sites in the county. The work will be another phase in the possible cleanup and 

redevelopment of properties in West Bend, Slinger, Germantown and elsewhere in the county. 

The Site Development Steering Committee, during its meeting Thursday at the county’s Public 

Agency Center, approved spending federal grant money to assess the projects. The SRC is made 

up of representatives from the county: West Bend, Hartford, Slinger, Richfield and Jackson. 

“The county received a $600,000 grant last year,” said Debora Sielski, Washington County 

Deputy Planning and Parks administrator. “Of that, $200,000 was to be evenly divided between 

the five cities and villages. They’ll each receive $40,000 to conduct the required environmental 

assessment.” 

The Project Management Team spent several weeks using criteria to rank other sites and come up 

with a prioritized list that was presented Thursday. The projects selected by the SRC after 

discussion include: 

■ Site H in West Bend is in the area of Forest Avenue and Water Street. The property, near 

downtown, was home for the Gehl Co. 

■ Site B in Slinger is adjacent to the intersection of highways 60 and 175. 

■ Site K in Germantown includes three parcels totaling about 24 acres on Main Street. Each has 

different owners. 



The committee hired Vandewaller and Associates to conduct an assessment of 115 brownfield 

parcels in the county for possible access to steering committee funds. Site H in West Bend was 

ranked the top property with 92 points — 10 points more than the second-ranked property, also in 

West Bend. 

“The former Gehl property is vacant,” said West Bend Administrator T.J. Justice. “We would 

move on the third phase — coming up with a development plan. The city has already spent a 

significant amount of money on the other phases.” The city owns the property which has been 

vacant for several years. The main structure was demolished in 2011, but a small storage building 

remains east of Forest Avenue. 

Slinger Village Administrator Jessi Balcom said the Site B project is important because it is a 

main corridor into the village. 

“It’s a good place for possible development,” Balcom said. “At one time a portion of the property 

had been purchased as a possible Walgreen’s, but the plans fell through.” 

Slinger Village Engineer Jim Haggerty said the site should be easier to develop, making it a high 

priority. Germantown Community Development Director Jeff Retzlaff called the Site K project in 

his village “lowhanging fruit.” 

“It will be easy to pick,” Retzlaff said. “Contamination in the third parcel, farther from Main 

Street, probably came from the other two parcels.” 

The SRC gave the go ahead earlier this year to five other higher priority brownfield projects at an 

earlier meeting. They were to share the initial 1/3 of the grant money. They include: 

■ West Bend officials moving ahead on a possible cleanup of the former Bermico property. An 

environmental assessment draft was completed as part of phase-1. 

■ In Hartford, the project is called the “Northern Bookends.” It includes about nine parcels north 

of highways 60 and 83 and of downtown. 

■ In Slinger, the project calls for the cleanup of the former Niphos site, which has already been 

the location of an emergency cleanup of dangerous chemicals by the Environmental Protection 

Agency. 

■ Richfield officials chose to focus on redevelopment of a specific area in the northwest corner of 

property adjacent to highways 41 and 167. 

■ Jackson officials are taking an approach similar to Richfield. They’re targeting a few sites for 

redevelopment. 

Reach reporter Joe VanDeLaarschot at jvan@conleynet.com. 
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Man falls asleep in car, arrested for drugs
8:59 p.m. Monday — An officer noticed a parked vehicle in

a lot in the 1100 block of River Walk Parkway with the
engine running but no sign of anyone inside. A 25-year-old
West Bend man was asleep in the driver’s seat, which was
reclined. The officer found the man was under the influence
of a controlled substance. He was arrested for possession of
a narcotic drug and possession of drug paraphernalia after
heroin and drug paraphernalia were found in the vehicle.

— Report from the West Bend Police Department

POLICEREPORT

CORRECTION
A headline in Tuesday’s edition should read: “County

planning for demolition of 2 buildings,” not city.

Statewide tornado drills held Thursday
The National Weather Service is performing a pair of tor-

nado drills Thursday. The drills will consist of a mock tor-
nado watch and a mock tornado warning issued for 
all of Wisconsin. This is an opportunity for schools, busi-
nesses and the community at large to practice emergency
plans.

At 1 p.m., the NWS will issue a mock tornado watch for all
of Wisconsin (a watch means tornadoes are possible in your
area. Remain alert for approaching storms). At 1:45 p.m., 
the NWS will issue a mock tornado warning for all of
Wisconsin (a warning means a tornado has been sighted or
indicated on weather radar. Move to a safe place immediate-
ly). The drill will end at 2 p.m.

Then again at 6:55 p.m, the NWS will issue a mock torna-
do warning for all of Wisconsin.

The drills will take place even if the sky is cloudy, dark or
rainy. If actual severe storms are expected in the state
Thursday, the tornado drills will be postponed until Friday.
If severe storms are possible Friday, the drills will 
be cancelled. Changes will be issued to local media and 
posted on the ReadyWisconsin website at http://ready
wisconsin.wi.gov.

INBRIEF

Police reports detail
relationship between
student, ex-teacher

By BRIAN HUBER
Conley News Service

NEW BERLIN — A for-
mer English teacher at New
Berlin High School
carried on a rela-
tionship with a
student for
months, having
sex multiple times
and proclaiming
her love for him
even as she
planned her wed-
ding last summer,
according to infor-
mation contained
in police reports related to
the investigation.

Sara Domres, 28, of
Sullivan, was charged last
week with two counts of sex-
ual assault of a student by
school staff, and faces up to
12 years in prison if
convicted.

The case came to light
after friends of the alleged
victim took the matter to
local police, saying the boy,
now 17, showed them notes
allegedly exchanged between
the two while he was an aide
in one of her classes. One
person said the teen “con-
fessed to having sex with her
multiple times in hotels/
cars/at his house,” a state-
ment to police said. “She told
him she wanted to run away
with him and wished she
could be back in high school
so she could date/marry
him.”

Among the notes collected
by police, one read, “Baby
Boo, I love you now & forev-
er! Keep praying (heart sym-
bol). Please be mine forever
& Ever. (heart symbol)
Always, Your baby girl. P.S.
Good luck on your quiz (smi-
ley face).”

From May 2015 to early
January, police counted 619
text messages from the boy
to Domres, who sent back 555
between March 2015 and 
Jan. 15, a criminal complaint
said.

On Christmas Eve,
Domres appeared to be wor-
ried about the fallout if their
relationship was discovered,
telling the boy in one mes-
sage, “I’m trusting you with
my life,” the reports said.
The boy responded by say-
ing, “I won’t ever say any-
thing because I love you and
will for the rest of my life!!,”
to which Domres responded,
“I’m just saying that if you
ever don’t, please still love
me enough as a person to
know how much that’d hurt
me,” the reports said.

An examination of her
phone revealed searches for
what the sentence would be
for a teacher caught having
sex with a student, as well as
sex tips, the reports said.
Relationship progressed

The boy told police their
relationship began last year
and saw several meetings
where they walked and
talked at Minooka Park,
Malone Park and in the park-
ing lot of a New Berlin busi-
ness. As things progressed,
they had sex 10-15 times in a

car, at a park-and-ride lot and
at area hotels, where Domres
paid cash, the complaint and
reports indicated. Their rela-
tionship turned sexual last

June, when the boy
was still 16; he has
since turned 17.

In January, Domres
left school during a
flex period on a day
the boy called in sick;
they did not have sex
at his home, but did so
later that day, the
reports indicated.

Domres was mar-
ried last summer. The

reports seem to indicate she
and the teen had sex on the
night of her now-husband’s
bachelor party. At one point,
the man confronted Domres
and the teen together in a
car, but no physical contact
occurred, the reports said.

One person who talked to
police said the teen admitted
to that person a sexual rela-
tionship had occurred.
“(Redacted) stated (redacted)
believes (redacted) really
loves him and (redacted)
wants to protect her.
(Redacted) stated (redacted)
believes the situation is
unique and he was “one in a
million” to (redacted).
(Redacted) said (redacted)
believes he and (redacted)
were made for one another.”

When discussing in detail
his relationship with
Domres, the boy told police
he didn’t know where things
were headed but marriage
was “one possibility,” the
reports indicated. “On the
other hand, (redacted) also
explained that prior to he
and (redacted) getting
caught, he was thinking
about ending the relation-
ship and wanted (redacted)
to work things out with her
husband. ...

“(Redacted) confirmed he
was in love with (redacted)
and believes (redacted) loved
him back. (Redacted) stated
he was 99 percent sure
(redacted) loved him. When I
(a police detective) informed
(redacted) I believed (redact-
ed) had manipulated him,
(redacted) disagreed stating
he knows there was some-
thing emotional between the
two of them. ...

“I advised (redacted) my
intentions were to pursue
charges against

(redacted). (Redacted)
stated that since he liked
(redacted) he wished she
would not get into trouble.
(Redacted) said he believes
(redacted) would never do
this with another student.
(Redacted) explained he was
usually making the first
move. (Redacted) stated
(redacted) would sometimes
say no, but would eventually
give in,” the report said.

“(Redacted) stated (redact-
ed) told him this has never
happened before and she was
surprised she ‘fell in love
with a student.’ (Redacted)
stated he truly believes
(redacted) accidentally fell in
love and it turned her world
upside down.”

Domres

Our Place moving to Polk
By LINDA MCALPINE
Daily News

TOWN OF POLK — After being
located in West Bend for more than
five years, Our Place Day Services
LLC, 102 S. Main St., is moving.

Donna Ellenbecker, who along with
her husband Lawrence, son David
Orr, and his wife Justine Orr, owns
and operates the facility that provides
services for adults with intellectual
and/or physical disabilities to help
them be more independent. She said
the move to a rented building in the
town of Polk will happen at the end of
this month. 

“The building will be a bit smaller
than the one we are currently in but it
is centrally located in the county,”
Ellenbecker said Monday. “We want to
be a part of the wider community.” 

Last week, the Polk Plan
Commission recommended the Town

Board approve an application for 
business use submitted by the
Ellenbeckers for a new location, which
will be 3862 Lovers Lane in Slinger. 

The Town Board took that step dur-
ing its meeting Tuesday night. 

“The Plan Commission gave this 
a positive recommendation,” Town
Chairman Albert “Butch” Schulteis
said during the brief meeting.

In the documents for the business
use application, Donna Ellenbecker
noted that Our Place Day Services
LLC, which opened in July 2010 in
West Bend, now supports 28 adults.
Their care is paid for either privately,
through schools or the state’s long-
term care system. It has 16 part-time
employees. 

Services are typically provided
Monday through Friday, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

According to the business use
application, Ellenbecker said the loca-
tion would be used as a base for those

who receive services to meet support
staff and then leave from there to
access community activities. The
building would be used occasionally
in the evenings and weekends. 

Services provided include training
in daily life skills like money manage-
ment, cleaning, personal safety and
healthy living. 

Members spend a lot of time on
outings with their support staff, going
to places such as bowling alleys,
parks, museums and the library. They
also give back to the community by
volunteering at the Washington
County Humane Society, St. Vincent
de Paul and with the Meals on Wheels
program.

“We are very excited about this
move,” Ellenbecker said. “It will be a
good change.”

Reach reporter Linda McAlpine at
lmcalpine@conleynet.com.

John Ehlke/Daily News

Kelsey Dasko waves to a taxi leaving as she sits inside Our Place Day Service on Tuesday afternoon in West
Bend. The day service for individuals with disabilities will be moving in May to the town of Polk.

Retiring Hartford mayor presides over 
final council session Tuesday night

Downtown Hartford BID district assessments approved
By JOE 
VANDELAARSCHOT
Daily News

HARTFORD — Retiring
Mayor Joe Dautermann
received praise and best
wishes Tuesday night as he
presided over his last
Common Council meeting
at City Hall.

In November, Dauter-
mann announced he was
retiring at
the comple-
tion of his
third two-
year term —
this month.
He previous-
ly served as
an aldermen
and a vol-
unteer fire-
f i g h t e r .
Members of the council,
during their regular com-
ment period, thanked
Dautermann for his years of
service.

“You got us through 
the library issue and the
City Hall issue,” Alderman

Wayne Rusniak said. “We
appreciate what you have
done for the city and its res-
idents. We wish you well in
your retirement.”

Three aldermen who
were re-elected in the gener-
al election earlier this
month took their new oaths
of office. They were; from
District 1, Joe Kohler; 
in District 2, Rusniak; and
in District 3, Rachel 
Mixon.

First Aldermanic Dis-
trict Representative and
Common Council Pres-
ident Tim Michalak was
elected earlier this month
to replace Dautermann.
Michalak will preside over
his first Common Council
meeting on April 19. The
city will now have to find
someone to fill Michalak’s

council seat once he’s sworn
in as mayor.

“We’ll announce after he
takes over as mayor that the
city is seeking applicants
for the first aldermanic 
district seat,” said 
City Administrator Steve

Volkert. “Applicants will
submit applications, the
council will review the
applications and they will
select the new alderman.”

BID District 
assessment

During Tuesday’s meet-
ing the Common Council
unanimously approved spe-
cial assessments for the
Downtown Business Imp-
rovement District.

The projects proposed in
the BID District’s 2016 
operating plan will be fund-
ed through the special
assessment of $2.90 per
$1,000 on all properties iden-
tified in the district and
benefitting from the project
programs.

“This is an annual action
that the council must take
to provide funding for the
downtown BID District,”
Volkert said.

Among the many proj-
ects and activities planned
in 2016 by the BID District
are:

■ Enhanced way-
finding signs for the BID 

and events.
■ Continue as stake-

holder in the downtown
Hartford strategic plan.

■ Add more flower 
pots and enhancements 
for Main Street downtown.

Police Department
vacancies

The city’s police depart-
ment has three vacant full-
time patrol officer positions
and a part-time floater com-
munications officer posi-
tion. The council’s Finance
and Personnel Committee,
meeting before the council
meeting, authorized Chief
David Groves to fill the
vacancies with candidates
on the existing department
eligibility list. 

“There will be no addi-
tional cost to the city to fill
these positions,” Groves
said. “In fact, some money
was saved for the city 
by having the positions
vacant.”

Reach reporter 
Joe VanDeLaarschot at

jvan@conleynet.com.

Dautermann

County brownfield project taking shape
By RALPH CHAPOCO
Daily News

Plans are moving forward to rede-
velop brownfield sites, areas officials
believe are rundown throughout
Washington County. 

Members of the Site Redevelop-
ment Steering Committee met Tuesday
and voted to approve environmental
assessments for sites in Slinger and
two locations in West Bend — the for-
mer Bermico and Blaine buildings. 

The county and its partners were
awarded a $600,000 grant in 2014 from
the Environmental Protection Agency
to evaluate and potentially remediate
brownfield sites. Each municipal enti-
ty was provided $40,000. 

The committee conducted an inven-
tory of locations they identified as
potentially needing environmental
evaluation and remediation.
Additional locations could be added to
the list if needed. All are eligible for
funding through the grant.   

According to a memo sent by
Deputy Planning and Parks
Administrator Debora Sielski to com-
mittee members, E.H. Wolf & Sons, a
fuel and lubricant distribution compa-
ny, wants to develop properties in
Slinger. 

The redevelopment area is located
in the oldest industrial area of the vil-
lage, said Village Administrator Jessi
Balcom. She added some proposed
areas are located on brownfield sites 
so they applied for funding to 
assist with Phase I and Phase II 

environmental assessments. 
“We are already in Slinger, but we

want to expand and place a warehouse
and office space in another location in
the village,” E.H. Wolf Chief Financial
Officer Steve Kreuser said. “Part of the
reason is to keep us in the area, but
also gives us another option in the
future to transport materials because
it is by the train tracks.” 

“Phase I involves a lot of research,”
Sielski said. “You look at what the past
uses are and ask if there are any previ-
ous environmental assessments done.
We could take a look at the research
and testing that has been done.”  

She said reference maps, resources
from the Department of Natural
Resources and aerial photos are used. 

If there is cause for concern, then
they move on to a phase II environ-
mental assessment, which involves
taking samples at the site for hazards,
including asbestos. 

The memo stated the grant money
could also be applied toward predemo-
lition surveys looking for hazardous
material and clean-up planning. The

village of Slinger, acting as representa-
tive for the firm, requested $31,000 in
additional grant money. The memo
stated $10,000 would come from the
$40,000 the village was allocated. 

The city of West Bend applied for
and was approved by the committee for
grant funding.  

“There was a raze order for the for-
mer Bermico site issued last year in
the late summer and early fall,” City
Administrator T.J. Justice said. “A por-
tion of the building was deemed unsafe
and the city targeted it for state and
federal dollars to conduct phase I and II
environmental testing.” 

According to the memo Sielski sent
to committee members Tuesday, the
city used $36,000 of the $40,000 it was
allocated to the location. This was used
for a phase I environmental assess-
ment and an asbestos/hazardous mate-
rial survey. 

West Bend is applying for an addi-
tional $25,000 — $21,000 from the
Environmental Protection Agency
grant funds for additional assessment
and demolition costs, with another
$4,000 coming from the leftover funds
from the $40,000 the city was allocated. 

West Bend also applied for a $24,000
grant for the former Blaine site. The
money will be used for Phase I and II
environmental assessments. 

“I know about the grant money and
am looking to redevelop the site,” prop-
erty owner John Bagley said.

Reach reporter Ralph Chapoco at
rchapoco@conleynet.com.

We are already in
Slinger, but we want to
expand ... in another

location in the village.”
– Steve Kreuser
E.H. Wolf CFO



4/28/2019 Slinger eyes grant money for downtown redevelopment study

www.gmtoday.com/news/local_stories/2018/12052018-slinger-eyes-grant-money-for-downtown-redevelopment-study.asp 1/2

 
 
 

 

Slinger eyes grant money for downtown
redevelopment study 

 Officials hope to use Brownfield Grant funds to aid planning
By Joe VanDeLaarschot Dec. 5, 2018

A pedestrian crosses Kettle Moraine Drive at Highway 175 in downtown Slinger on Tuesday
morning. Village officials are moving ahead on having a consulting firm study the downtown and

the possible redevelopment opportunities there.
 Joe VanDeLaarschot/Daily News

SLINGER — The village’s participation in the Washington County EPA Brownfield Grant Coalition could aid
plans for redevelopment of the downtown area.

  
The village must still make a formal application to the coalition to use about $27,500 remaining in Slinger’s
$40,000 share of the grant money, but they believe it should be just a formality. Each community in the
coalition received a $40,000 share of the money.

  
On Monday, village trustees approved having Vandewalle and Associates, at a cost not to exceed $27,500,
work with the village on issues related to downtown redevelopment. Contamination concerns have been
raised in the past over some of the property in the downtown area and how redevelopment could proceed
there.

  
“We want them to take a deeper look at the needs and wants for the village’s downtown,” Village
Administrator Jessi Balcom said.

  
The village has already used grant money in the past to aid the cleanup of Brownfield sites and this could be
used for doing the same in the downtown. The contract between the village and Vandewalle and Associates
contains several objectives including:

  
■ Conduct a property by property analysis of property conditions and rehabilitation potential.

  
■ Gather and evaluate information regarding constraints to redevelopment such as topography, utility
conditions and locations, easements, soil conditions and access limitations.

  
■ Meet with area property owners and business owners to determine their thoughts and plans on the future of
the downtown. They will also conduct a community visioning session for village residents.

  
They will draft a redevelopment vision and strategy for the for downtown.

  
“Through our preparation of the Economic Opportunity Analysis and Comprehensive Plan Update and the
work Vandewalle and Associates has already conducted for the village over the last two years, we have
gathered a tremendous amount of information and gained significant insight about downtown Slinger,” Balcom
said as part of the agreement. “Although general community conversations about the downtown have taken
place the time has come to have a focused discussion on the future of the downtown and the village’s role in
bringing about redevelopment.”

  
Vandewalle is expected to begin the work immediately with completion of all tasks expected to take about four
months. Work on the effort is expected to be funded entirely by Slinger’s allocation from the Washington
County Site Redevelopment Program.

  
Also Monday night, the Village Board approved renewing a separate contract with Vandewalle and Associates
for economic development and planning services — something the firm has already been performing for the
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village. The cost for those services are not to exceed $60,000 a year, but the costs could be significantly
lower because the consultant will be paid by the hour for each project it is assigned by the village.

  
“Is there a way we could exit the contract if we needed to?” Village Trustee Dean Otte asked.

  
Balcom said the village could get out of the agreement via a seven-day written notice which is in the
agreement. Otte asked the question because he said if Village Planner Marty Marchek decided to retire, the
village might want to consider creating a position that combined his duties with those covered in the annual
services agreement with Vandewalle.

  
“We know he (Marchek) has talked about retirement and we’re happy to have him work for us as long as
possible, but when he does wish to retire that could be an option,” Otte said.

  
Otte then asked if the village might consider combining such services with nearby communities, similar to how
it shares building inspection services.

  
Balcom said that discussion had taken place, but a conflict of interest could be possible because of the
proximity of the communities involved and the competition between the communities to attract new business.

  
“That’s something that we have been unable to come up with an answer to,” Balcom said. “Building inspection
services are different.”
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



   

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
For Immediate Release         May 7, 2020 
Contact: Ethan Hollenberger (262) 335-7702 
  Debora Sielski (262) 483-0382 
 

US Environmental Protection Agency Awards Washington County Site Redevelopment 
Program with Brownfields Revolving Loan Fund Grant 

Brownfield developments restore communities and preserve farmland 
 

West Bend, WI – Today, Washington County Executive Josh Schoemann announced receipt of US Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) funding for brownfield revitalization.  An $800,000 US EPA Coalition Revolving Loan 
Fund Grant will be used to advance the County’s Site Redevelopment Program.   In total, the County’s site 
redevelopment program initiated the redeveloped 32 brownfield acres, constructed 262 new housing units, and 
invested over $43 million in new construction.   
 
“Every brownfield redeveloped allows us to revitalize our communities with new workforce housing, hotel 
accommodations, commercial properties or other job creating businesses while preserving farmland and 
eliminating eyesores”, said Washington County Executive Josh Schoemann.  “Due to the perceived risks and 
added sunk costs of these sites, brownfield redevelopment likely would not happen without assistance.  For 
this reason, $800,000 will go a long way to transforming our communities in ways that matter to local 
residents.  We look forward to continuing our successful redevelopment work with our local governments, the 
US EPA, Wisconsin DNR and Economic Development Washington County.” 
 
The grant will continue to provide our County and its Coalition partners with a wide range of economic benefits, 
which include an increased tax base and employment opportunities for area residents. Coalition members 
include the cities of Hartford and West Bend and the villages of Jackson, Richfield, Slinger, Kewaskum and 
Germantown. The grant will be used to capitalize a revolving loan fund from which loans and subgrants will be 
provided to support brownfield cleanup activities.  
 
Initially, the grant will focus on revitalization in the northern downtown area of the City of Hartford, and the 
north Milwaukee River area and south Eisenbahn Trail area of the City of West Bend. The funds may also be 
used in other municipalities which have priority sites that were identified as part of redevelopment inventories.  
 
Christian Tscheschlok, Executive Director of Economic Development Washington County (EDWC) is part of the 
project team working to make redevelopment successful, “The County’s Site Redevelopment Program has 
resources now to not only assess sites for environmental risk, but also get the toughest ones cleaned up and 
primed for development. This third award from USEPA indicates the high level of confidence both funders and 
developers have in our collective capacity to get deals done and achieve impactful results for communities.”   
 
More information on the site redevelopment program is available at co.washington.wi.us/srp. More 
information on the program’s redevelopment projects is available here.  
 

### 

 

Office of the County Executive 
 

http://www.co.washington.wi.us/departments.iml?Detail=913
http://washingtoncowi.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=79aeb565abf34db8bc5273c77fd769e8
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